
 

Unit Name: Post War United States 1945 to the early 1970's  
 

UNIT 
   

    

 

Subject: Social Studies 
 

Country: 
 

Course/Grade: Grade 8 
 

State/Group: NJ 
School: Middle School       

      

   

    

 

UNIT SUMMARY 
   

 

Postwar United States: Cold War 

 

Cold War tensions between the United States and communist countries resulted in conflict that influenced 

domestic and foreign policy for over forty years.  

Postwar United States: Civil Rights and Social Change 

 

The Civil Rights movement marked a period of social turmoil and political reform, resulting in the expansion of 

rights, and opportunities for individuals and groups previously discriminated against.  

   

    

 

UNIT RESOURCES    

 

Printed Materials:  

Textbook 

Interactive Reading and Notetaking Guide 

Reading Readiness Guide 

Plessey v. Ferguson (1896) 

Brown v. The Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954) 

George Orwell, Animal Farm 

   

 

Resources:  

United Streaming 

NBC Learn 

Political Cartoons for the Classroom http://www.clrep.org/website%20publication.pdf 

Movies: Letters From Home 

           Separate, But Equal 

           All The President's Men 

           Apollo 13 

           Animal Farm 

           Thirteen Days 

           The Help 

           Charlie Wilson's War  

   

http://www.clrep.org/website%20publication.pdf


PowerPoint  www.americanhistory.mrdonn/powerpoints.html  

 

Internet Resource Links: 

  http://havefunwithhistory.com 

  http://historyplace.com 

  http://authentichistory.com 

  http://www.history.com/search?search-field=history+rocks 

  http://www.ourdocuments.gov/content.php?flash=true&page=milestone 

   

    
    

STAGE ONE 
   

    
  GOALS AND STANDARDS 

   

 

  
   

  

6.1.12.D.12.a. Analyze the impact of American governmental policies on independence movements in 
Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, and the Middle East.  
6.1.12.D.12.b. Analyze efforts to eliminate communism, such as McCarthyism, and their impact on 
individual civil liberties.  
6.1.12.D.12.c. Evaluate how the development of nuclear weapons by industrialized countries and 
developing counties affected international relations.  
6.1.12.A.13.b. Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and Supreme Court decisions 
(i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, the Equal Rights Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, 
Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and Roe v. Wade) in promoting civil liberties and equal 
opportunities.  
6.1.12.A.13.c. Determine the extent to which changes in national policy after 1965 impacted immigration 

to New Jersey and the United States.  
6.1.12.B.13.a. Determine the factors that led to migration from American cities to suburbs in the 1950s 
and 1960s, and describe how this movement impacted cities.  
6.1.12.B.13.b. Evaluate the effectiveness of environmental movements and their influence on public 
attitudes and environmental protection laws.  
6.1.12.C.13.a. Explain how individuals and organizations used economic measures (e.g., the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott, sit downs, etc.) as weapons in the struggle for civil and human rights.  
6.1.12.C.13.b. Evaluate the effectiveness of economic policies that sought to combat post-World War II 
inflation.  
6.1.12.C.13.c. Determine the effectiveness of social legislation that was enacted to end poverty in the 
1960s and today.  
6.1.12.C.13.d. Relate American economic expansion after World War II to increased consumer demand.  

6.1.12.D.13.a. Determine the impetus for the Civil Rights Movement, and explain why national 
governmental actions were needed to ensure civil rights for African Americans.  
6.1.12.D.13.b. Compare and contrast the leadership and ideology of Martin Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm 
X during the Civil Rights Movement, and evaluate their legacies.  
6.1.12.D.13.c. Analyze the successes and failures of women's rights organizations, the American Indian 
Movement, and La Raza in their pursuit of civil rights and equal opportunities. .  
6.1.12.A.12.c. Explain how the Arab-Israeli conflict influenced American foreign policy.  
6.1.12.B.12.a. Evaluate the effectiveness of the Marshall Plan and regional alliances in the rebuilding of 
European nations in the post World War II period.  
6.1.12.C.12.a. Explain the implications and outcomes of the Space Race from the perspectives of the 
scientific community, the government, and the people.  

6.1.12.C.12.d. Assess the role of the public and private sectors in promoting economic growth and 
ensuring economic stability.  
6.1.12.D.13.f. Relate the changing role of women in the labor force to changes in family structure.  
6.1.12.A.14.a. Evaluate the effectiveness of the checks and balances system in preventing one branch of 

   

http://www.americanhistory.mrdonn/powerpoints.html
http://havefunwithhistory.com/
http://historyplace.com/
http://authentichistory.com/
http://www.history.com/search?search-field=history+rocks
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national government from usurping too much power during contemporary times.  
6.1.12.A.14.b. Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution to define the rights of 
the individual, and evaluate the impact on public policies.  

6.1.12.A.14.c. Assess the merit and effectiveness of recent legislation in addressing the health, welfare, 
and citizenship status of individuals and groups.  
6.1.12.A.14.e. Evaluate the effectiveness and fairness of the process by which national, state, and local 
officials are elected and vote on issues of public concern.  
6.1.12.A.14.g. Analyze the impact of community groups and state policies that strive to increase the 
youth vote (i.e., distribution of voter registration forms in high schools).  
6.1.12.D.14.a. Determine the relationship between United States domestic and foreign policies.  
6.1.12.D.14.b. Assess the effectiveness of actions taken to address the causes of continuing urban 
tensions and violence.  
6.1.12.D.14.c. Determine the impact of the changing role of labor unions on the economy, politics, and 
employer-employee relationships.  
6.2.12.C.3.a. Analyze interrelationships among the ''agricultural revolution,'' population growth, 

industrialization, specialization of labor, and patterns of land-holding.  
6.2.12.C.3.c. Compare the characteristics of capitalism, communism, and socialism to determine why 
each system emerged in different world regions.  
6.2.12.C.3.d. Determine how, and the extent to which, scientific and technological changes, 
transportation, and new forms of energy brought about massive social, economic, and cultural changes.  
6.2.12.A.4.a. Explain the rise of fascism and spread of communism in Europe and Asia.  
6.2.12.B.4.b. Determine how geography impacted military strategies and major turning points during 
World War II.  

  
 
 

    

 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS     

 

 The Cold War reshaped international relations. The nations of the world split among those that allied 

with the United States, those that allied with the Soviet Union, and those that remained neutral. 

 The Cold War spawned a nuclear arms race.  

 The root of the Cold War was America’s opposition to communism. 

 The expansion of civil rights in the 1950s and 1960s brought to fuller realization the core principles of 

freedom embodied in the Declaration of Independence and Constitution. 

 Korea and Vietnam were battlefields in the fight against communism.    

   

    

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS     

 

 What were the causes and effects of the Korean War? 

 How did the Cold War turn into an arms race? 

 How did the United States strive to strengthen democracy at home and to foster democracy abroad? 

 How did the civil rights movement change the nation? 

 What were the causes and effects of the Vietnam War? 

 How did major national and international events affect the nation? 

   

    



 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS    

 

Students will know 

 How the Cold War increased tensions around the world. 

 How the United States responded to the invasion of Korea and its aftermath. 

 Key events that marked the beginning of the civil rights movement, and how it developed in the 

1950's. 

 How Vietnam became a major battlefield in the war against communism. 

 How the demands of Vietnam War divided the Nation. 

 The successes and failures of the Nixon presidency.  

Students will be able to 

 Explain how the Korean War began and ended. 

 Explain how the Cold War led to a Red Scare in the United States and an international arms race. 

 Describe how the Cold War divided the emerging countries in Asia and Africa, how communism gained 

influence in Latin America, and how the Cold War created a crisis in Cuba.  

 Explain the beginnings of the Civil Rights Movement. 

 Describe how the U.S. Supreme Court took on a more activist role. 

 Discuss the domestic goals of President Kennedy and how President Johnson's Great Society increased 

the social role of the federal government. 

 Explore Martin Luther King's use of nonviolent protest to gain equal rights. 

 Describe how new federal legislation helped protect civil rights. 

 Analyze the achievements and failures of the civil rights movement. 

 Describe how other Americans struggled for their civil rights. 

 Explain how the Vietnam War began and ended. 

 Describe how the Vietnam War divided Americans at home. 

 Describe the impact of the Watergate scandal on the Nixon administration and the nation. 

 Identify the challenges faced by President Gerald Ford. 

  

  

   

    
STAGE TWO 

   
    

 PERFORMANCE TASKS     

 

Title: Performance Tasks. 

Map Creation 

Oral Presentations 

Multimedia Presentations 

Timelines 

Biography Posters/Wanted Posters 

   



PowerPoint Presentations 

Create Children's Books 

Topic driven Collages 

Student Debates 

Web Quests 

Create Newspaper Articles 

Student created vocabulary foldables 

DBQ – The Cold War (see attached) 

Essays (Persuasive, Expository/Explanatory, Speculative) 

RUBRICS 

See attached   

    

 OTHER EVIDENCE    

 

Teacher made Summative Assessments 

Teacher made Formative Assessments 

Chapter Tests 

Section Quizzes 

Vocabulary Quizzes 

Peer Review 

   

    
STAGE THREE 

   
    

 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES     

 

Daily format: 

            Begin with a warm up question and overview of the daily lesson’s objectives. 

Define relevant vocabulary for the lesson.  

Deliver content specific material related to the unit in the form of notes, power points, video clips, 

guided reading, or interactive websites.   

Students work independently or in groups on the day's activity. 

Exit Card 

 

 

 

 

   



Suggested Activities 

Make a timeline showing the events of the Cold War. 

Conduct Interviews with people alive during the Cold War 

Create a brochure about an International Organization (NATO, UN, Warsaw Alliance, etc.) 

Plan a Martin Luther King, Jr. Day celebration 

Write an opinion statement about a controversial issue   

Create a newspaper article about the moon landing 

Create and perform a newscast about Vietnam 

Draw an editorial cartoon about a US President 

Write a cause and effect chain about the Cold War 

Create a "Fakebook" page for a person of the period 

 
Research genocide throughout different periods in history and hold a discussion 
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